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Field research on college success
Profile I
Peter Klein is a graduate of the Strathmore University. He is a graduate with a bachelor’s degree in Actuarial Science. He is currently in his late 20’s working with the Universal Comfort Insurance Company.
University life was a struggle for Peter. He had become an alcohol addict from the excessive freedom and obsession with girls being evident too. His father died from a road accident when he was in his second year. His unemployed mother has to take up the fatherly roles and they began to have some struggles to make their way out of the hard life. This meant that he had to look for a solution to the entire developing problems since his mother had no source of income. 
He was lucky to secure a job in the university. He was to take the night shift as a security guard. This in turn affected his day time activities including learning since he would sleep almost all day. Nevertheless, he had to fight tooth and nail to combat the problems. This in turn solved his addiction problem gradually since he had learnt through experience. This became normality and he adapted to working and managing all his personal activities until he graduated. After all, he still found campus life the most interesting part of his life. Most of his friends were aware that he had lost his father from an accident. They were supportive in most of the cases. Through experience, peter says if he had a chance to retake the degree again he would not take advantage of any positive thing that would come his way. He taught me to utilise any available resources since tomorrow’s fate is unknown.



Profile II
Jane Clerks is a holder of a bachelor’s degree in nursing. She graduated from Oxford University. She is in her mid-20’s and is currently working with the Passions Missionary Hospital in Arizona.
Her college life was miserable with asthma being the greatest problem she faced in her life. It is for this reason she decided to pursue a medical course. In addition to that, her origin is from a very poor background having being brought up by her sickly grandmother. This is after she lost her mother who was a single mother. She was raised not knowing who her father is. Coping up with the requirements in school was difficult. Her life was very basic. Learning was becoming difficult for her since she had to borrow most of the items from friends, some agreed to share while others refused her. Later on when she was in her 3rd year, a non-profit organisation identified her family as a vulnerable family. They offered full sponsorship for her education and they offered a part-time writing job to enable her raise some money to cater for her personal needs. She worked herself up and it seemed like a breakthrough for her. She planned herself to enhance balance between her studies and her job. If she were to retake the degree again, she would not let any problems be a source of failure again. Life in campus was enjoyable for her especially after intervention by the non-profit organisation. Friends were the greatest source of joy. Spending her time with friends playing, chatting and learning together were some of her best moments. She taught me never to give since if I am meant to win I have to win even if there are barriers and hardships set to trap me.
Profile III
Jayson Cringe is a holder of a bachelor’s degree in Statistics and economics. He graduated from Stanford University. He is in his mid-30’s currently working as a statistical analyst. 
Freedom was what Jayson liked most about university life. However, this freedom turned him an ogre amongst humans. His first year ran quite smoothly apart from engagement in alcohol abuse. His second year began with an immense engagement with girls, not ordinary girls but dirty girls to be specific. Partying became part and parcel of his life. It was later that responsibilities began dawning on him. He was not ready to become a parent in that very young age. All in all, he acted humane and decided to take part in bringing up the child after impregnating a girl in his 3rd year. This was enough to bring sense to him. He began undertaking major transformations in his life so that he would not tear his life apart any further. Given a chance to retake the degree once more, he confesses that freedom was what he would watch out for most. He says that too much living in the comfort zone was too dangerous. He advices me to caution on indulging in too much fun that would result into irreversible situations.
Profile IV
My elder brother, Johnson Bridge, who is in his 20’s, owns a car wash on the outskirts of Texas City. This occupation is far much different from the course that he undertook in The University of Arizona. He studied a bachelor’s degree in Industrial technology. His life in university was quite a fun kind of life. He made alcohol his first priority together with a number of narcotic drugs. Education was never a priority to him. He reached a point of addiction and he began draining all his money into pockets of drug peddlers. He could not save his life from drugs anymore even after asking to be admitted to a rehabilitation centre of which he later fled.  He enjoyed partying throughout all his life in campus with a small group of friends. His confession is that he wasted all his campus life and if he were to undertake his degree, he would part with anything to do with drugs first. He graduated with a poor grade, half a mark from the minimum grade, which could not earn him a job anywhere. He keeps advising me not to be curious about drugs. He keeps telling me that curiosity killed the cat.
Comparison of the college grads
Most of my interviewees seem to have had some negativity in their school life. The three of my interviewees; Peter, Jayson and Johnson who were great drunkards ended up tearing their lives apart. There are also a number of my interviewees have had their parents dead in the process and hence overburdening another care taker.
However, there are some outstanding differences between some of my interviewees. Some of them have had full support in their university life while others such as Jane Clerks had to work to support themselves. Jane Clerks is the only one who does not engage in drugs
Lessons learned
It is so evident that drugs are not compatible with studies. Therefore, it shall be crucial for me to avoid drugs. I have also learnt that problems are not there to stay. This is especially from all but Johnson who after having various problems, they are now settled with their families and living happily.
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